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Transforming International Dynamics and Western Alliances: Reflections on the XV
BRICS Johannesburg Summit Declaration

The XV BRICS Summit, held in South Africa in August 2023, reaffirmed the commitment of its
member nations (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) to mutual respect, equality, and
collaboration. They emphasized the importance of inclusive multilateralism, international law,
and the United Nations (UN) for global peace, sustainable development, democracy, and human
rights.

Original BRICS Members:
Brazil
Russia
India
China
South Africa

New BRICS Members (Starting from January 1, 2024):
Argentina
Egypt
Ethiopia
Iran
Saudi Arabia
United Arab Emirates

Key highlights from the summit include:

Inclusive Multilateralism: BRICS nations opposed unilateral coercive measures and called for a
more democratic international system. They emphasized increased representation of emerging
markets and gender equality in international organizations.

Human Rights: Commitment to cooperate on human rights within the BRICS framework and
globally, without double standards.

UN Reform: BRICS called for comprehensive UN reform, including the Security Council, to
make it more democratic and representative.

Support for WTO: BRICS nations expressed support for the World Trade Organization (WTO)
and called for its reform to ensure fair trade.
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Agricultural Reform: Emphasis on fair agricultural trading, food security, and sustainable
agriculture.

Global Financial Safety Net: BRICS called for a well-resourced International Monetary Fund
(IMF) that reflects the role of emerging markets and developing economies.

Peace and Development: Commitment to peaceful conflict resolution, multilateralism, and UN's
role in global peace and recovery from the pandemic.

Regional Conflicts: Support for African-led solutions and diplomatic resolutions to conflicts in
various regions.

Middle East: Endorsement of efforts to support development, security, and stability, including
calls for de-escalation and peaceful resolutions to conflicts.

Haiti Crisis: Support for a Haitian-led solution to the crisis and international efforts to enhance
security and development.

Ukraine Conflict: Efforts for peaceful resolution and disarmament, especially concerning
biological and chemical weapons.

Outer Space and Disarmament: Recognition of arms control efforts in outer space.

Iranian Nuclear Issue: Call for a peaceful resolution in accordance with international law.

Combating Terrorism: Strong condemnation of terrorism in all forms and a call for
comprehensive efforts and conventions against it.

Countering Criminal Misuse of ICTs: Concern about the misuse of technology and cooperation
to combat it.

Promotion of Secure ICT Environment: Commitment to promote a secure and peaceful ICT
environment.

Combating Corruption: Reiteration of the commitment to combat corruption and illicit financial
flows.

Addressing Global Economic Challenges: Concerns about global economic challenges,
including inequality, and the importance of multilateral cooperation.

Support for Multilateral Development Banks: Encouragement for these banks to increase
lending capacities.
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International Debt Agenda: Addressing high debt levels and the G20 Common Framework for
Debt Treatment.

Role of G20: Reaffirmation of the G20's importance.

BRICS Economic Partnership: Commitment to economic cooperation and sustainable
development.

Agricultural Cooperation: Strengthening agricultural cooperation and food security.

Digital Economy and Trade: Acknowledgment of the digital economy's role and challenges in the
digital era.

Support for African Union Agenda: Support for African development and inclusion in the global
trading system.

Climate Change and Environment: Commitment to addressing climate change and opposing
trade barriers under the pretext of climate action.

Pandemic Prevention and Response: Strengthening global pandemic prevention and support for
vaccine research.

Healthcare: Recognition of primary healthcare's importance and support for universal health
coverage.

Science, Technology, and Innovation: Cooperation in various scientific and technological fields.

Population Matters and Disaster Management: Addressing population dynamics and enhancing
disaster management.

Education and Skills Development: Cooperation in education and skills development.

Deepening People-to-People Exchanges: Enhancing cultural, educational, and youth
exchanges.

Institutional Development: Expanding BRICS membership, enhancing efficiency, and
strengthening partnerships.
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Expansion of BRICS Membership and Its Global Implications:

The summit concluded with an announcement of new BRICS members for 2024: Argentina,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. These additional points
highlight the BRICS nations' commitment to addressing global challenges and expanding their
partnership.

Economic and Political Influence:

Economic Diversification: The inclusion of these new members will diversify the BRICS
economies, adding to their collective economic strength. Countries like Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates bring substantial oil wealth and investment potential, while Ethiopia offers
demographic advantages and growing markets.

Geopolitical Balance: The expansion broadens the geopolitical influence of BRICS by
incorporating nations from Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America. This diversification may
enhance BRICS' ability to act as a counterbalance to Western dominance in international
forums and negotiations.

Economic Growth Potential:

Trade and Investment: New BRICS members, particularly Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates, have strong trade and investment ties globally. Their inclusion can stimulate increased
trade and investment flows among BRICS countries, contributing to economic growth.

Infrastructure Development: Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates are known for their
infrastructure investment initiatives. Their participation can boost infrastructure development
across BRICS nations, furthering economic integration.

Dedolarization Efforts:

Reducing Dependency on the US Dollar: The expansion of BRICS with members from diverse
regions may accelerate dedolarization efforts. These countries could collectively explore
alternatives to the US dollar in international trade, contributing to a more multipolar global
monetary system.

Impact on Global Politics and Diplomacy:

Multilateral Diplomacy: A larger BRICS bloc can exert more significant influence in international
diplomacy, particularly in forums like the United Nations. It can enhance efforts to reform
international organizations, such as the UN Security Council, and advocate for a more equitable
global governance system.

4



Geopolitical Stability: Expanding BRICS may contribute to regional and global stability by
providing a platform for dialogue and cooperation among diverse nations. This could have a
positive impact on conflict resolution and crisis management.

Competition with G7:

Economic Rivalry: The expansion of BRICS, with its diverse economic strengths, could intensify
competition with the G7 group (comprising the United States, Canada, Japan, the United
Kingdom, France, Germany, and Italy). This competition may lead to greater innovation and
economic dynamism.

Geopolitical Influence: As BRICS expands, it may pose a more significant geopolitical challenge
to the G7 in shaping global policies. This could lead to shifts in international power dynamics.

Economic and Financial Cooperation:

Alternative Financial Mechanisms: BRICS expansion can foster the development of alternative
financial mechanisms, reducing reliance on Western-dominated institutions. This may enhance
financial stability and economic resilience among member countries.

Conclusion

In simple terms, the inclusion of these new BRICS members has the potential to significantly
reshape the global economic and political landscape. This expansion could lead to reduced
dependence on the U.S. dollar, boost economic growth, and bring more balance to global power
dynamics.

What's particularly interesting is that an increasing number of countries are expressing interest
in joining BRICS, indicating its growing appeal on the global stage. As a result, BRICS is
becoming increasingly influential in addressing global challenges and shaping international
cooperation.

The impact on Western alliances is noteworthy. The emergence of BRICS as a formidable
global player may prompt Western alliances to reassess their strategies and engage in more
cooperative diplomacy. This shift could herald a new era of international relations where multiple
power centers, including BRICS, have a substantial influence on global affairs, potentially
leading to a more balanced and collaborative world order.
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